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User Guide and Specification 
UK and Ireland Coastlines 
 
 
 
Product Summary 
 
UK and Ireland Coastlines is a spatial dataset containing coastal and inland 
boundaries for England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, Ireland, the Isle of 
Man, and the Channel Islands. The data is suitable for a wide range of 
applications including thematic mapping. 

 
The dataset has been produced by combining open data published by the Office 
of National Statistics (ONS), Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland (OSNI), 
Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSI), and the Department of Energy and Climate 
Change (DECC). 
 
Please see the Underlying Data Products List for more details on the data 
sources. 
 
Re-use of the OSI boundary data for Ireland is subject to the terms of the 
Creative Commons Attribution License 4.0 (CC BY) and re-use of other 
boundary data is subject to the terms of the Open Government Licence (OGL). 
The OGL is a slightly more permissive licence than CC BY, so the combined 
dataset as a whole is re-usable under CC BY. 
 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sector-information/licensing-for-re-use/what-ogl-covers/
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Data quality statement 
 
Datadaptive has taken reasonable care in compiling and preparing the data. 
The accuracy and currency of the data is dependent on the underlying data 
sources. 
 
The boundaries for the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands are less detailed 
than the other boundaries. 
 
Datadaptive has not made any attempt to reconcile the boundaries of Ireland 
and Northern Ireland, so at high resolution there are some minor gaps and 
overlaps. 
 
Data formats 
 
The boundaries are supplied in unstyled ESRI Shapefile format with the WGS84 
projection. 
 
Licensing 

 
Re-use of the data is subject to the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 
License 4.0. Please see the Product Summary for more information. 
 
Attribution 
 
Following is a recommended attribution statement that acknowledges the 
intellectual property rights of the source data publishers. Under the terms of the 
Creative Commons Attribution License 4.0 and the Open Government Licence 
you must attribute these sources if you publish or redistribute the UK and 
Ireland Coastlines data. 
 

Contains National Statistics data © Crown copyright and database right 2017 
Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2017 
Contains OSNI data © copyright and database right 2017 
Contains OSI data © copyright and database right 2017 
Contains DECC data © Crown copyright and database right 2017 

 
 
 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Pricing 
 
Free 
 
Contact details 
 
Email: info@datadaptive.com 
 
Website: www.datadaptive.com/ 
 
 
File Specifications 
 
 
UK and Ireland Coastlines 
 
File name:    UK_IRELAND 
Record count:   7 
Geographic coverage:  UK, Ireland, and UK Crown dependencies 
File format:    SHP 
 
This file is a spatial dataset containing polygons for the boundaries of each 
country or Crown dependency. (The Channel Islands are combined as one 
record.) 
 
Following is a table of the attributes provided for each boundary. 
 
Field Type Description 
GEONM Text Name of geographic entity 
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